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3Recital 38. Children merit specific protection
Recital 58. Principle of transparency – plain and clear language for children
Article 4 (11). Consent – freely given, specific, informed and unambiguous 
Article 6. Six grounds (scenarios) for lawful data processing
Article 8. Child’s consent in relation to information society services
Article 12. Transparent information to data subjects, specifically children
GDPR
What does it mean to be 
“informed”?
4Do we know what 
language or visuals 
children of different ages 
understand?
Article 6 “scenarios”
1. Consent
2. Contract
3. Legal obligation
4. Vital Interests
5. Public Interest or 
Official Authority Task 
6. Legitimate Interest
Article 12
“concise, transparent, 
intelligible and easily 
accessible form”
“using clear and plain
language, in particular for 
any information addressed 
specifically to a child”
“standardised icons”
Recital 58
“concise, easily 
accessible and easy to 
understand, and that clear
and plain language” 
“visualisation”
“any information <…> 
should be in such a clear 
and plain language that the
child can easily 
understand.”
5Service not only targets children but also
is or should be aware that it is used by children
it should ensure that the vocabulary, tone and style 
of the language used is appropriate to children
Right to transparency
Adults Children
“a child (like any other data subject) has an ongoing right 
to transparency throughout the continuum of their 
engagement with a data controller.” Art 29 WP =
Privacy policy: 8 pages
6
Privacy policy: 5 pages
Data policy: 9 pages
Terms and conditions of 
different services visualised
Terms of Service: 9 pages
Terms of Service: 24 pages
Terms of Use: 10 pages
7(Haapio, Passera, 2013; Donoso et al., 2014; Lievens, 2017)
Legal Design Jams:
designers, lawyers, coders, etc. 
give  a  legal  contract  a 
user-friendly “visual makeover”
8Conclusions (1)
ü Legal requirement for transparency and information
on data processing – including for children
ü Emergence of practical ways of implementing the law
Does more understanding lead to more trust for children?
9Conclusions (2)
Trust?
Emily McReynolds and others, 
“Toys That Listen: A Study of 
Parents, Children, and Internet-
Connected Toys” (ACM Press 2017)
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